Eastern Illinois University

The Keep
Tarble Arts Center Newsletter

Tarble Arts Center

9-1-2002

Tarble Arts Center Newsletter September 2002
Tarble Arts Center

Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/tarble_newsletter
Recommended Citation
Tarble Arts Center, "Tarble Arts Center Newsletter September 2002" (2002). Tarble Arts Center Newsletter. 137.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/tarble_newsletter/137

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Tarble Arts Center at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Tarble Arts Center
Newsletter by an authorized administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.

Paul T. Sargent: Paintings from Area Collections
• through October 6, Main Galleries
Flash from the Past: Opening of Tarble Arts Center
20 Years After
• through September 29, Brainard Gallery
Docent Meeting
• Monday, September 9, lOam-noon
Celebrate America's Freedoms: A Day of Remembrance
• September 11
Tarble Fall Classes and Workshops
• Classes begin September 23
Gallery Talk: Paul T. Sargent: Paintings from Area Collections
• Sunday, September 29, 2pm

Paul T. Sargent: Paintings from Area Collections
• through October 6, Main Galleries
This exhibition presents approximately forty paintings from area collections in addition to works from the Tarble's permanent collection by Paul T. Sargent (1880-1946).
Many of the paintings from private collectors have not been on public view for
decades. Also on exhibition are photographs taken by Sargent and used in the creation
of his art early in his career, plus pencil sketches and watercolors. And archival materials and artifacts, including letters from Mrs. Livingston Lord (Lord was Eastern's
first president) and fellow artist Robert M. Root, plus one of the Sargent's paint boxes
and folding stool used to paint on-site, are included in the exhibition. Most of these
archival materials have not been previously exhibited. Accompanying the exhibition
is an illustrated publication which features an essay by one of Sargent's former students, Dr. Dario Covi; Sargent taught summer painting classes at Eastern between 1938
and 1942. Covi is Professor Emeritus of Art History and Curator of the University Art
Collection at the Allen R. Hite Art Institute of the University of Louisville, and holds a
Ph.D. in Art History from New York University.
Sargent was arguably the first noted artist to come from Eastern. He attended from
1900 to 1906 when it was Eastern Illinois State Normal School. The artist is best known
for his numerous landscapes done in a style which evolved from realism to a form of
Midwest Impressionism. Common subjects for his paintings were areas around the
Sargent farm, the Embarras River, and Brown County, Indiana. But Sargent's works
also reflect his travels to the Smoky Mountains, the Ozarks, Michigan, Idaho,
California, and Florida. He also painted some stilllifes and portraits.
Sargent was born and died on the family farm in Hutton Township near Charleston.
While at Eastern Sargent was encouraged to pursue his art. Upon graduating in 1906
he enrolled at the Art Institute of Chicago where he studied intermittently until 1912.
By 1920 Sargent had returned to his rural Illinois homestead where he established a
studio and lived for the rest of his life. Sargent's association with the Brown County
artist colony began in 1920 and continued until his death. His evolution from academic Realism to a more Impressionistic approach was possibly the result of his association with the Brown County artists.
After his death in 1946 Sargent was given a posthumous exhibition in Eastern's Old
Main. Paintings acquired from Sargent and his brother, Sam, formed the beginnings
of Eastern's permanent collection of art. Eastern's first art gallery was named the Paul

T. Sargent Gallery (1950-1982). And a gallery within the Tarble Arts Center bears the
name Paul T. Sargent in tribute to the artist. Examples of Sargent's work are found in
the collections of the Sheldon Swope Art Museum, Illinois State Museum, Henry Ford
Museum, and the Tarble Arts Center.
Paintings in the exhibition are on loan from the Mattoon School District, Mattoon Public
Library, Charleston Public Library, Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center, Lake Land
College Foundation, Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site, and numerous private collectors. Most of the archival materials are on loan from the University Archives &
Special Collections of Booth Library at EIU, plus Lincoln Log Cabin and a private collector.
Flash from the Past: Opening of Tarble Arts Center 20 Years After
• through September 29, Brainard Gallery
This exhibition commemorates the Tarble Arts Center's 20th anniversary with blownup photos of the original groundbreaking ceremony, construction photographs by
Reinhold Marxhausen, plus a cross-section of selections from the permanent collection
as selected by the Tarble staff. Included are examples of historic (c. 1890s) and contemporary (c. 1930s-1980s) Southwestern Native American pottery, with works from the
Zuni, San Juan, Santa Domingo, and Santa Clara Pueblos, including pieces by Stella
Chavarria and Anita Suazo recently donated to the collection by Gary and Cheryl
Doudna. Watercolor, oil, and acrylic paintings to be included are by Color Field painter
Alice Baber (1928-1982) and Midwestern artist Lane Raiser. From the Folk Arts
Collection are pieces by Art Walker (1912-1995) and Ferd Metten (1893-1977). And
woodcuts by Charles Turzak (1899-1986) are drawn from the American Scene collection.

Docent Meeting
• Monday, September 9, lOam-noon
The first meeting of the 2002/2003 academic year features tours of Paul T. Sargent:
Paintings from Area Collections and Flash From the Past. Those who are interested in joining the Tarble's docent staff are invited to attend.
Celebrate America's Freedoms: A Day of Remembrance
• September 11
The Tarble Arts Center is joining with museums across the United States to reaffirm and
examine our freedom to assemble, freedom to create, freedom to worship, freedom to
inquire, freedom to express ideas, and freedom from fear. On September 11th the Tarble
is creating space for a temporary community shrine of freedom. Everyone is invited to
place flowers, poems, art work, flags, photographs, and any other memento to commemorate these freedoms, and in remembrance of the horrific events of one year ago.
The gallery lights will remain dark in memory of those who lost and gave their lives on
this tragic date last year. This event is part of a university-wide commemoration currently being planned, with more information to be announced.
Tarble Fall Classes and Workshops
• Classes begin September 23
A variety of classes and workshops for ages 4 through adult is being offered beginning
September 23. Complete course descriptions and fees can be found in the Fall 2002
Tarble Classes and Workshops brochure.
Reception/Gallery Talk: Paul T. Sargent: Paintings from Area Collections
• Sunday, September 29, 2pm
Director Michael Watts, who curated this exhibition, invites Sargent collectors and others interested in the artist and his works to share stories and information through this
informal gallery talk. Watts will talk about information found in the EIU archives and
related information. Copies of Sargent's 1933 autobiography will be available as well.
An informal reception will follow the gallery talk. Admission is free.

As the new academic year begins, so does the Tarble's Docent Education Program.
Docent meetings are held on Monday mornings from lO:OOam-noon as new exhibitions
open in the Tarble's Main and Brainard Galleries. The meetings focus on a walk
through and discussion of each exhibition, including information about the style,
media, and techniques employed in creating works of art. Occasionally meetings feature videos or guest speakers. Tarble docents also receive selected exhibition catalogues.
Additionally, I would like to work with our docent staff this year to develop a resource
area to assist them in preparing to lead exhibition tours.
The Tarble is fortunate to have a small but loyal staff of volunteer docents: Edith Hedges
(who has been a docent since before the Tarble was a reality!), Jan Starwalt, Luz
Whittenbarger, and Bonnie Woodyard. Persons interested in learning more about art
while serving the community are invited to attend the first meeting of the 2002-2003
academic year at lO:OOam on Monday, September 9th.
-- Kit Morice
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of the works by Paul T. Sargent. Sargent
and his work are significant for a number of reasons: he was the first artist of repute to
graduate from Eastern; he was an active and award-winning member of the Brown
County Artist Association; he taught, through his summer and extension painting classes at EIV, noted artists Alice Baber and Ralph Wickiser (EIV class of 1934), and art historian Dr. Dario Covi (EIU class of 1943); and his was the first art acquired by Eastern,
forming the beginning of the permanent collection. This year I was fortunate to be able
to tie some of the materials in the University Archives and Special Collections to specific paintings in the Tarble collection and other pieces in the exhibition. My thanks to
Bob Hillman, Eastern's Archivist, for his help and cooperation, and to the many lenders
to the exhibition: Tom Vance, Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site; Tom David,
Mattoon Community School District Unit #2; Todd Lindley, Sarah Bush Lincoln Health
Center; Mona Bays, Mattoon Public Library; Sheryl Snyder, Charleston Public Library;
Pam Crisman and Dolores Metzger, Lake Land College Foundation; and private lenders
Leland Lester Lee, Carol and Wendall Adams, Joyce Callaway, and other lenders who
chose to remain anonymous. I appreciate the willingness of the lenders to share their
Sargent paintings with the public (and leave vacant spots on their walls for nearly two
months). And a very special thank you to Dr. Dario Covi for providing the wonderful
essay Paul T. Sargent: Artist and Teacher for the exhibition publication.
Many people thought that construction of the Tarble's new addition would be underway by now, including me. Numerous factors have slowed the project but it is proceeding as planned, just not as quickly. Our concern is to get it right, even if this delays
the project somewhat. Construction is due to start before the end of the calendar year.
For those who have not seen them, the floor plan, architectural renderings, and related
materials regarding the new addition remain on view in the Tarble Arts Center reading
area.
For a variety of reasons we are postponing the Tarble's 20th anniversary celebration
until later in this anniversary year. So please unmark your calendars for September
15th and watch for the announcement of a new date to celebrate!

-- Michael Watts
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Recital: EIU Music Preparatory Program • Oct. 4, 4pm
Illinois Arts Week • Oct. 6-12
Chamber Music Concert: LeVeck Quartet • Oct. 6, 3pm
Fall Teachers' Institute Day: Haitian Carnival Masks and Speak! • Oct. 11, 8am-1pm
Chamber Theatre: Three Tall Women • Oct. 11-12, 18-19, 7pm & Oct. 13, 3pm
Vera Klement: Paintings • Oct. 12 -Dec. 1, Main Galleries
Fall 5th Grade Enrichment: Haitian Carnival Masks • Oct. 16-November 6
Sciences and Arts & Humanities Scholars & Artists Exposition • Oct. 23, 3pm
Vera Klement Open Critique • October 30, 2pm (location to be announced)
Vera Klement Gallery Talk • October 30, 7pm
Vera Klement Panel Discussion• October 31, lOam

Hours: 10am-5pm Tues.-Fri., 10am-4pm Sat.; 1-4pm Sun.; closed Mondays and holidays.
Admission: Admission is free except as noted. Parking: Free visitor parking in 9th Street lot.
Location: South 9th Street at Cleveland Avenue, Eastern Illinois University campus, Charleston
Phone: 217 /581-2787; Fax: 217 /581-7138; Website: http:/ /www.eiu.edu/ -tarble
The Tarble Arts Center, a division of the College of Arts & Humanities, is partially supported by
Tarble Arts Center membership contributions and by the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency.
The Tarble Arts Center is accredited by the American Association of Museums.

Tarble Arts Center Advisory Board Officers:
Therese Supple Kincade, President
Thomas LeVeck, Vice President
John Armstrong, Secretary

Tarble Arts Center Staff:
Michael Watts, Director
Kit Morice, Curator of Education
David Pooley, Registrar
Fran Wittenberg, Secretary
James K. Johnson, Dean, College of Arts & Humanities
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